[.eather Stocks

By Rob Barker

acknowledgement to www.militaryheritage.com

HISTORY OF THE STOCK

Although the Egyptians, Persians, Greeks and nearly all the ancient nations, were
unacquainted with the use of Cravats or Stocks, they nevertheless wore collars. Which may
be reasonably be considered as ‘avent-couriers’ of both.

Collars, made of the riches materials and lined with a soft cloth, which were worn
like modern stocks, to ornament the face and support the chin. The general use of the collars
amongst the ancients, and the stocks in our own times; would almost prove that when man
was left to his own devices and himself. The following expressions came into being, “his
nose is much more inclined to claim acquaintance with the earth, than his eyes with
heavens” as Buffon (A French Author) asserts.

However that may be, collars have been entirely superseded by the introduction of the
stock; these are in fact collars, although composed of different materials-they form no
wrinkles- make but one turn round the neck, and are fastened behind by a buckle or clasps.

Stocks were first introduced as a military costume about the commencement of the
eighteenth century. Choiseule, minister of war under Louis XV, presented stocks to the
troops in lieu of the Cravats.

These stocks were made of black horsehair, and tolerably hard, moderately wide,
and were only injurious when fastened too tightly. In many regiments the officers wishing
men to appear healthy, obliged them to tighten the stock so as almost to produce
suffocation, instead of allowing them more nourishing food, or of treating them with more
kindness; or, in short, of giving them an opportunity of acquiring that health, the
appearance only which was produced by the tightened Stock.

The Stock has ever since formed a part of military costume. Invention has been racked to
diversify it as much as possible; and as appearance alone was consulted, each change has
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rendered it more injurious; they have been transformed into collars as hard as iron, by the
insertion of a slip of wood, which acting on the larynx and compressing every part of the
neck, caused the eyes almost start from the spheres, and gave the wearer a supernatural
appearance, often producing vertigos and fainting, or at least bleeding at the nose. It rarely
happened that a field day passed over without surgical aid being required by one or more
soldiers whose illness was only produced by an over-tightened Stock. As the same kind of
Stock was used for the neck of all sizes, whether long or short, thin or thick it rendered the
wearer, in many cases, almost immovable; he was scarcely able to obey orders, “right face-
left face” and was entirely prohibited from stooping.

The art of tying cravats by H Le Blanc Published 1828 P17 -20

THE STOCK FOR THE BRITISH SOLDIER

The detrimental effects of the clothing were made even worse for the other ranks by the neck
stock. This is a collar of thick leather, usual four inches high, which showed at the neck.

The stock was buckled or buttoned over the shirt and under the coat. It kept the
wearers head erect and in the correct martial posture and was always wore with the uniform
in peacetime. But it held the solder’s head like a vice, preventing him from turning his head
to the side and cut into his neck.

The stock had emerged as a part of military dress in the early eighteenth century and
“officers wishing men to appear healthy”, used this sartorial instrument of cruelty to
enhance both discipline and appearance having it deliberately fit too tight around the neck
to make an underfed man’s face look ruddy, thus achieving a look of health. But the stock
also had the effect of “almost producing suffocation”.

In his order of 1810, the Duke of York, complained that the stocks injured the soldiers, “by
pressing on the glands of the neck, and by that means exciting scrupulous swellings in
constitutions where there is a tendency to that disorder”. An army doctor believed the stock
would, “deteriorate the sight, from the pressure of the congested blood upon the optic nerve
and the stock would seem to be preserved only for the purpose of generating a tendency to
all kinds apoplectic and ophthalmic disease. It would be better surly, to inflict an ulcer upon
the soldiers neck”. The stock was the most hated article of the soldier’s necessaries during
the period.

Scott Hughes Myerly in his book British Military Spectacular p26.

BRITISH REGULATIONS FOR THE STOCK.
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From the 1802 Clothing Regulations (amendments)

8 July 1791***] Black Leather Stocks to be worn by the Non-commissioned Officers,
Drummers, Fifers and Privates of the Guards and by every other description of Regiments or

Corps of Infantry.

There appears to be two versions of the, 1802 Clothing Regulations. A first edition/draft,
which was amended and republished with corrections on 22nd May 1802. This is from first
draft, the letter 'Z' denotes that it appeared unchanged in final draft/2nd edition.

** By Regulations of 19th December 1768 Clothing Warrant

*** Dates of Alterations made from time to time.

ANTIDOTES FROM PERIOD MEMOIRS IN RESPECT OF THE LEATHER STOCK

'On hard service, such as storming parties, the men unbuttoned their collars and threw their
stocks aside'.

p-294 Wellington's army, Oman, Greenhill 1986.

‘It is usual to give the soldier a stiff leather collar or stock, to wear round the neck, but as this
is found to many men a very great annoyance while aiming, and in fact as some can never
fire so well with it, as without them, in consequence of the constrained position in which
they should keep the neck, it would be better to give the men any other more pliant or
elastic substance, even though it were a little more expensive; as it would be amply repaid in
the increased skill of the rifleman'.

p-242, Scloppetaria, Captain Henry Beaufroy, Richmond publishing, 1971

‘There was a sort of rivalry between the regiments of our division who should hold out the
longest, urged by this feeling many continued marching until they fell and expired by the
road-side. I myself, on the second day fainted; but, on having my stock taken off, recovered

sufficiently to stagger on.’

Rifleman Costello - Leonaur 2005, P182
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‘Seven regiments of light infantry and riflemen defiled before us with their threadbare
jackets, their brawny necks loosened from their stocks, their wide and patched trousers of
various colours, and brown-barrelled arms slung over their shoulders, or carelessly held in
their hands.’

p-77 Memoirs of the Late War, Comprising the Personal narrative of Capt Cooke of the 43rd
Regt. of Light Infantry, i, 1831

Wearing of a leather stock by a senior officer.

"The borracho of wine made its way merrily round the group, Master Diego being a practical
joker. He transferred the (drinking) pipe from the place of its destination, to the vacancy
between my chin and leathern stock.”

p.82 Campaigns with the Field Train, Hennegan, Leonaur, 2007

'If in winter we were in our cantonments we could not take off our clothes; and when off
duty, and retired in the houses, we were allowed to take off our stocks and jackets only; to
be ready in a few minutes notice, or to turn out at the first sound of the bugle.’

William Green from 'Bugler & officer, Leonaur Page 42

‘...and his mind soared far above the uninteresting minutiae of barrack-yard drill - the exact

distance from button to button on the soldier's jacket, the width of his leather stock.’

Captain of the 95th (Rifles), Jonathan Leach, Leonaur 2005

As you can see from the above original accounts it is quite clear that the 95t Rifles wore a
leather stock like the rest of the infantry regiments and that is why when you see the 2nd 95th

Rifles Re-enactment group in action we will be wearing our leather stocks ! (unless the
officer has given us permission to remove them !)
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ORIGINAL LEATHER STOCKS AND CLASPS AND RELATIVE INFORMATION FOR THE
DISCERNING READER

Click here to see full si

Click here to see
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STOCK DESCRIPTION

Stiff, black leather stock with brass ‘Georgian’ clasp. Inscribed on inside between etched lines
(suggesting stock was originally soft enough to be laid out flat) with;

DRUMMER

JOHN LITTLE

N?000

(Definitely an N followed by either a 1, | or J - written like the 1/J of John - or 7, followed by an O
or a strange 6??)

Acquired 1992 from private contributor. (Acquire No. 1992.36)

EXTERIOR: Jacked side out. Black glossed, heavily blackened with either black-ball, wax or
varnish/shellac? Signs of crackling.

INSIDE: undyed

THICKNESS: 2-2.5mm

DEPTH: 85mm (3 &3/8”) at deepest. Approx same depth all way round at deepest points until
taper. Shaped to dip at front (under chin). 60mm at connection to soft leather with clasp.

CLASP DESCRIPTION

CLASP: Brass 22x46mm

THICKNESS: Just short 1mm thick. Riveted with 3 rivets to very soft, pliable leather

SLITS: 3 catching slits 14x3mm each. 16mm from top & bottom edge

RIVETS: Rivets positioned 20mm out from central rivet (flattened heads 5mm across)

CLASP LEATHER: 60mm deep at connection with main stock, 25mm length tapering to third
slit/widest setting. Attached to main stock with 16 stitches.

HOOKED END: Moulded curved hook (about 5mm in length) 12mm deep at clasp, tapering slightly
to 10mm at tip. Tip stands 4mm out from main body,

Further detailed photos with Paul Durrant & Dave Gower

Pictures With thanks to Celia Green of the Regimental Museum of The Royal Welsh

Click here to s Click here to see full si
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British stock clasp excavated from Battlefield of Maya.

Excavated neck stock clasp of the 41st Regiment of Foot.
From,
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Tive Early Neck Stocks

erhaps no ather piece of militsry apparel was a5 un-
Pl.'n:m:lfl:rrr.:hlc. chafing, and funcoionalby oseles w the
tiee b apock. Bur in the fashion of another time, appear-
ance often roled over common senise. and things: that
seemed folsh abo conld have 2 legitmate purpose. A
i A learhor stock sbour g soldiers neck fosced him
tokeep his chin up and ook smaighe ahead, In che days
of hinear warfare, such thog were 3 necessin

A palled arons caime to-dominate the rmbeficld sind
milizary formations became looser, uniforms became
mare pracocal and consforesble. Duning the War of 1812,
neck socks weee nearly alwars prescribed as part of the
uniferm by both regular reops amd the miliga on cam-
paign and off. The neck stock did not die an easy death
in the LS miltary. Many thoussiads saere bssoed at the
begimaring of the Civil War aed were promptly discarded
b the sobdiers as wsebess,

Top: Artlleryman’s neck stock of pglazed black
leather, with the device of an eagle surmountmg a can-
iy amid surrounded by traphies of arms This specimens
probably dates'c, IB1O-13.

Bottom: The central device of an eady Federal-style
exde on this dock 1w sntilie o the buttons woen by the
LIS, regular armmy from abowt 1787 oo 1800, & ribband
1 the eagle’s mouth bears the proud proclamation *Lib-
ety or Dheath™: other devices of 3 sailing shap, Americin
flag, and sundry military trophics complete the orme-
mentanon. A bugle horn in the corner with a mumber |
instele oy represent the desigranon of the regument thar
ware this sttractive neckwear. Soldiers of Arthue 5t
Claie’s 13t American Regiment of Anthony Wivne's Ist
Sub-Legion may have defiantly faeed thetr Matiee Amier-
ican sdveraries with these powerful sentimens encir-
ching thewr chroars

Don Troiani's Soldiers in America, 1754-1865By Don Troiani, Earl J. Coates, James
Kochan

The End
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